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Another remarkable ceremony, called " Hiranya Garbham,"
" the golden womb," or " Patma Garbha Danam," " the lotus
womb-gift," is celebrated only by native kings and princes in
India at enormous expense.

The Maharajah of Travancore, as we have already men-
tioned, is not by birth of the Brahman caste, but a Sudra;
or, rather, he is of mixed race, the husbands of the Travan-
core Eanees, or princesses, being usually Chatriyas of the class
called Tirumulpad. From the earliest period of its history
the Brahmans have, as we have seen, possessed very consider-
able influence and dignity in Travancore. The country
is still noted throughout India for its marked devotion to the
worship of the gods, its rigid conservatism of caste and other
institutions of Hinduism, and its profuse liberality in the
support of the popular faith. The distinctions of Brah-
manical caste therefore are greatly prized by the higher
classes of the natives,

The object of the "Hiranya Garbham" rite is to raise
the Eajah from the ranks of the Sudra caste, to which
he properly belongs, to the position and dignity of a
Brahman, or as near this as it is possible for him to become.
The Brahmans are the " twice-bornJ> and holy caste. This
ceremony constitutes the second birth of the Sudra prince,
and the title of it might therefore fairly be translated " The
Regeneration Gift." After its celebration his Highness can
no longer partake of food along with the members of his own
family, to whom he is now superior in caste as well as
in rank. He is admitted to the high privilege of being
present when the Brahmans are enjoying their meals, and of
eating in their presence. He wins also their admiration for
piety, devotion, and generosity, and earns in addition to his
other royal titles, the valued one of " Kulaseghara Perumal."

This extraordinary ceremony was observed in July, 1854,
by H.H. the late Eajah Martanda Vurmah. In the following